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Outline

Introductions & Ice Breakers 

Why are we here?

Mule Deer History, Biology, SE Idaho Status

Mule Deer Management & Season Setting

Goals, Timeline, Expectations 

Charter

Set schedule for July – December

Wrap up –

What information do you need to be successful?



Southeast Idaho Mule Deer Advisory 

Committee

Introductions

Who are you, where are you from?

How long have you been in Idaho?

Why are you interested in participating in this group?

What perspectives and knowledge to you bring to the committee?

Menti.com

Code: 5478 0465



Why are we here?

*Since 2010, Idaho increased by ~300,000 people* 



Have hunter numbers increased?



https://outdoorindustry.org/



Time to revisit

In the past 15 years, mule deer hunting 

opportunities in the Southeast Region largely 

have not changed

The state of  Idaho, however, has experienced 

significant change

Population growth

Increased outdoor recreation

Landscape changes

Perspectives, attitudes, and expectations from the 

hunting community and citizens of  Idaho?

New information - research



Why an Advisory Committee?

Public Opinion Surveys

Good for general big picture opinions, trends, 

preferences

Not great for understanding complex topics or 

issues

Advisory groups 

Allows for better dialog

More thorough investigations

Better at finding palatable solutions  

Citizen driven management = broader support



How was the group selected?

Solicited interest via press releases, social 

media posts, and articles

Interested individuals received an 

application

Selection based on:

Idaho resident residing in the Southeast 

Region

Good geographic representation across the 

region

Willing to interact with the public within 

their interest groups 



Objectives

Develop proposals/rule changes for Department and Commission 
consideration that will:

Maintain Idaho’s general OTC deer hunting opportunity

Improve hunter experience and satisfaction during mule deer seasons

Increase buck abundance and age structure

Others?

If changes are implemented – this will be treated as an experiment and 
won’t be applied across the board. This is an opportunity to explore 
novel ideas to harvest management, test to see if they achieve 
objectives, then consider broad scale implementation



What we need from each other for success

Come to each meeting prepared and with an open 

mind

Be engaged and participate

Embrace differing thoughts, ideas, opinions

Foster respectful space to problem solve, explore, and 

discuss

Think holistically –

What is best for Idaho deer hunters as a whole and best 

for the future of  deer hunting in Idaho?

Don’t just think about individual hunts/experiences



Authority & Process

This group is a recommending body only

Decisions are made by the Governor appointed 7-member Commission

2-types of  Laws governing wildlife in Idaho

Biological – season dates, bag limits

Public, Staff, Commission – 2 year season setting process

Non-biological – weapon restrictions (e.g. muzzleloader bullets or lighted nocks), 

wait periods for successful controlled hunt applicants, shed antler season

Requires legislative approval – different process and timeline

This group can pursue biological and/or non-biological changes



Considerations & Options

Habitat improvement, winter feeding, predator 
management, etc. are all important topics that play a role 
with mule deer populations – this committee will focus on 
harvest management 

Not an option

Shutting the season down

Making all hunts controlled

Caution: Extremely complex regulations

IDFG staff  will:

Submit products from this committee to the Directors Office 

Provide meeting summaries for the group

Provide background information and present on any topics 
requested by the group

Group will begin their discussions at the 2nd or 3rd meeting 
with IDFG staff  facilitating





Timeline Meeting Dates

July 1st – Overall Orientation, Intro to Mule Deer Ecology and Management

August 5th – Harvest Strategies (deep dive) – Committee Discussion

September 3rd or 9th ? – Staff  Topic Presentation? – Committee Discussion/Idea Development

October 7th– Staff  Topic Presentation? – Possible Committee Suggestion Development

November 4th– Finalize Committee Suggestions/Proposals

December 2nd – If  necessary – Finalize Committee Suggestions/Proposals

Meeting Locations – Soda?

Meeting Times – 6 – 9 pm? (maximize time)

Meals – Suggestions Welcome



What do you need from us to be successful?

Ideas you currently have that we 

need to research, present, 

consider?



Homework

Short Bio

State of Deer and Elk
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