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IDAPA 13 
TITLE 01 

CHAPTER 04 

 

13.01.04 - RULES GOVERNING LICENSING 

 

 

505. DEER AND ELK TAG ALLOCATION. 

 

 01. Allocation of Tags. Pursuant to Idaho Code, Section 36-408, the Fish and Game Commission may 

allocate a number of deer and/or elk tags for use by hunters with signed agreements with licensed outfitters in zones 

with limited numbers of tags. (3-25-13) 

 

 a. When the number of hunters in a general hunt unit or zone becomes restricted, the Department will 

calculate the initial number of allocated tags for each zone using the Idaho Outfitters and Guides Licensing Board’s 

records of average historic use during the previous five (5) year period. Where it is biologically feasible, any 

reductions in the number of tags available within a zone which exceeds twenty percent (20%) will be spread over a 

three (3) year period with a maximum reduction of fifty percent (50%) taken in the first year and twenty-five percent 

(25%) in the second year. (3-25-13) 

 

 b. The allocation of tags will be calculated on a zone basis. Any reduction or increase in hunting 

opportunities will be proportionate among non-outfitted hunters and outfitted hunters and will be proportionate among 

resident and non-resident hunters; EXCEPT where such reduction would result in an allocation of greater than 

twenty-five percent (25%) for non-resident hunters, the Commission may reduce the allocation for non-resident 

hunters to a percentage of not less than twenty-five percent (25%). (3-25-13) 

 

 02. Controlled Hunt Areas. Only those controlled hunt areas with historic licensed deer and/or elk 

outfitted area(s) may be considered for a tag allocation. Hunt application and eligibility rules will apply to allocated 

tags in controlled hunts. The allocation will be calculated on a controlled hunt area basis with reductions or increases 

in hunting opportunities to be proportionate among resident hunters, non-outfitted nonresident hunters, and outfitted 

hunters.   (3-25-13) 

 

 a. The number of allocated tags will be in addition to the number of tags authorized by the 

Commission within each controlled hunt area with historic licensed deer and/or elk outfitter areas. (4-7-11) 

 

 b. Prior to submitting an application for an outfitter allocated controlled hunt, the applicant must have 

a written agreement with an outfitter licensed in the hunt area. Successful applicants of an outfitter allocated controlled 

hunt must hunt with an outfitter licensed for the hunt area. The outfitter must purchase the successful applicant’s 

controlled hunt tag by August 20. (4-7-11) 

 

 c. Successful applicants who do not want to participate in the outfitted hunt can decline the hunt upon 

written notification to the Department. Those declining the hunt will then be eligible to participate in a general season 

or leftover controlled hunt. Those drawing an outfitted controlled hunt and then declining the controlled hunt will be 

subject to the appropriate waiting period. (5-3-03) 

 

 d. Successful applicants that do not secure the services of an Idaho licensed outfitter and have not 

purchased the controlled hunt tag by August 20 will forfeit the opportunity to purchase a controlled hunt tag. The 

forfeited controlled hunt tag will then be listed as a leftover controlled hunt tag. The Department will inform the Idaho 

Outfitters and Guides Board that a leftover controlled hunt tag is available. After securing a client, the outfitter(s) may 

then purchase the leftover controlled hunt tag at a Department regional or headquarters office. 

   (4-7-11) 

 

 e. The number of allocated tag(s) will be determined by using one (1) of the following options: 
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   (4-7-11) 

 

 i. The number of allocated tags available within the controlled hunt area will be no less than one (1) 

tag and no more than three percent (3%); or (4-7-11) 

 

 ii. The number of tags available within the controlled hunt area will be based on the average historic 

use during the previous five (5) year period and calculated tag numbers will be rounded up when controlled hunt tags 

equal or exceed zero point six (0.6) and rounded down when controlled hunt tags are less than zero point six (0.6); or

   (4-7-11) 

 

 iii. If the Fish and Game Commission establishes a nonresident tag limitation in an unlimited controlled 

hunt, an outfitter allocation may be established for that hunt area; or. 

(X-XX-XX) 

 

 iii.iv. No tags will be allocated. (X-XX-XX) (7-1-99) 

 

506. DEER AND ELK OUTFITTER ALLOCATED TAG. 

 

 

 

IDAPA 13 
 TITLE 01 

CHAPTER 08 

 

13.01.08 - RULES GOVERNING THE TAKING OF BIG GAME ANIMALS IN THE STATE OF IDAHO 

 

 

 

260. TAGS FOR CONTROLLED HUNTS. 

 

 01. Use of Controlled Hunt Tags. No person may hunt in any controlled hunt without having a valid 

controlled hunt tag in possession. (4-7-11) 

 

 a. A controlled hunt area with an “X” suffix is an extra tag hunt. (10-26-94) 

 

 b. In the event a tag is issued based on erroneous information, the tag will be invalidated by the 

Department and may NOT be used. The Department will notify the hunter of the invalidation of the tag. The person 

will remain on the drawn list, and if there is a waiting period in a succeeding year, the person will be required to wait 

the specified time period. (4-7-11) 

 

 c. Any person who draws a controlled hunt tag for deer is prohibited from hunting in any other deer 

hunt--archery, muzzleloader, or general; EXCEPT: (4-7-11) 

 

 i. The hunter may choose not to purchase the controlled hunt tag by the date set by Commission rule 

for the first deer drawing allowing the hunter to participate in a general season hunt or the second application period or 

the leftover controlled hunt tag sale. (4-7-11) 

 

 ii. If the hunter draws an unlimited controlled hunt, the hunter may relinquish the controlled hunt prior 

to purchasing, allowing the hunter to participate in a general season hunt or the second application period or the 

leftover controlled hunt tag sale. (4-7-11) 

 

 iii. The holder of a deer controlled hunt tag may purchase a nonresident general season tag as a second 

tag and may purchase a controlled hunt extra tag for deer. (4-7-11) 
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 iv. Any person who draws a controlled hunt extra tag for deer may hunt in any other deer hunt-archery, 

muzzleloader, general or controlled hunt. (4-7-11) 

 

 d. Any person who draws a controlled hunt tag for elk is prohibited from hunting in any other elk 

hunt--archery, muzzleloader, or general; EXCEPT: (4-7-11) 

 

 i. The hunter may choose not to purchase the controlled hunt tag by the date set by Commission rule 

for the first elk drawing allowing the hunter to participate in a general season hunt or the second application period or 

the leftover controlled hunt tag sale. (4-7-11) 

 

 ii. If the hunter draws an unlimited controlled hunt, the hunter may relinquish the controlled hunt prior 

to purchasing, allowing the hunter to participate in a general season hunt or the second application period or the 

leftover controlled hunt tag sale. (4-7-11) 

 

 iii. The holder of an elk controlled hunt tag may purchase a nonresident general season tag as a second 

tag and may purchase a controlled hunt extra tag for elk. (4-7-11) 

 

 iv. Any person who draws a controlled hunt extra tag for elk may hunt in any other elk hunt-archery, 

muzzleloader, general or controlled hunt. (4-7-11) 

 

 e. Any person who draws a controlled hunt tag for pronghorn is prohibited from hunting in any other 

pronghorn hunt; EXCEPT: (4-7-11) 

 

 i. The hunter may choose not to purchase the controlled hunt tag by the date set by Commission rule 

for the first pronghorn drawing allowing the hunter to participate in a general season hunt or the second application 

period or the leftover controlled hunt tag sale. (4-7-11) 

 

 ii. If the hunter draws an unlimited controlled hunt, the hunter may relinquish the controlled hunt prior 

to purchasing, allowing the hunter to participate in a general season hunt or the second application period or the 

leftover controlled hunt tag sale. (4-7-11) 

 

 iii. The holder of a pronghorn controlled hunt tag may purchase a controlled hunt extra tag for 

pronghorn.  (4-7-11) 

 

 iv. Any person who draws a pronghorn controlled hunt extra tag may apply for a controlled hunt tag for 

pronghorn.  (4-7-11) 

 

 f. Any person who draws a spring controlled hunt tag for black bear, may choose to purchase the 

controlled hunt bear tag or exchange a general season bear tag for the controlled hunt bear tag. If the hunter chooses to 

exchange a general season bear tag for the controlled hunt bear tag the hunter must return the unused tag to a 

Department office to exchange the tag for the appropriate controlled hunt tag. (4-7-11) 

 

 g. Any person who draws a fall controlled hunt tag may choose to purchase the controlled hunt bear tag 

or exchange a general season bear tag for the controlled hunt bear tag. If the hunter chooses to exchange a general 

season bear tag for the controlled hunt bear tag the hunter must return the unused tag to a Department office to 

exchange the tag for the appropriate controlled hunt tag: EXCEPT; the hunter may choose not to purchase the 

controlled hunt tag by the date set by Commission rule for the fall bear drawing. (4-7-11) 

 

 h. Any resident adult person who possesses any controlled hunt tag may designate the controlled hunt 

tag to his or her resident minor child or grandchild who is qualified to participate in the hunt. (3-20-14) 

 

 i. Rules for use of controlled hunt tags in Sections 260 and 261 apply to any resident adult person who 

possesses and designates a control hunt tag to his or her resident minor child or grandchild. Rules for eligibility in 

Section 260 apply to any resident adult person who possesses and designates a control hunt tag and to the designated 

resident minor child or grandchild, except that 260.03.d., 03.f., 03.g. and 03.h. apply to the designated child or 
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grandchild. Mandatory school as provided in Section 270 shall apply to the designated resident minor child or 

grandchild.  (3-25-16) 

 

 ii. Designation of the controlled hunt tag shall be made on a form prescribed by the Department and 

may be submitted either in person to any Idaho Department of Fish and Game Office or by mail to the License 

Supervisor at P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707. (4-4-13) 

 

 iii. Any resident child or grandchild cannot be designated more than one control hunt tag per species per 

calendar year.  (4-4-13) 

 

 iv. Designation of a controlled hunt tag shall be completed before the first opening hunt date for the tag.

   (4-4-13) 

 

 i. Any nonresident adult person who possesses any controlled hunt tag may designate the controlled 

hunt tag to his or her nonresident minor child or grandchild who is qualified to participate in the hunt. (3-20-14) 

 

 i. Rules for use of controlled hunt tags in Sections 260 and 261 apply to any nonresident adult person 

who possesses and designates his or her control hunt tag to his or her nonresident minor child or grandchild. Rules for 

eligibility in Section 260 apply to any nonresident adult person who possesses and designates a control hunt tag and to 

the designated nonresident minor child or grandchild except that 260.03.d., 03.f., 03.g., and 03.h. apply to the 

designated child or grandchild. Mandatory school as provided in Section 270 shall apply to the designated nonresident 

minor child or grandchild. (3-25-16) 

 

 ii. Designation of the controlled hunt tag shall be made on a form prescribed by the Department and 

may be submitted either in person to any Idaho Department of Fish and Game Office or by mail to the License 

Supervisor at P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707. (4-4-13) 

 

 iii. Any nonresident child or grandchild cannot be designated more than one control hunt tag per 

species per calendar year. (4-4-13) 

 

 iv. Designation of a controlled hunt tag shall be completed before the first opening hunt date for the tag.

   (4-4-13) 

 

 02. Nonresident Tag Limitations. (4-7-11) 

 

 a. In controlled hunts with ten (10) or fewer tags, not more than one (1) nonresident tag will be issued. 

In controlled hunts, EXCEPT unlimited controlled hunts, with more than ten (10) tags, not more than ten percent 

(10%) of the tags will be issued to nonresidents. This rule shall be applied to each uniquely numbered controlled hunt 

and to the controlled hunts for each species. (4-7-11) 

 

 b. In unlimited controlled hunts, the Commission may limit the number of tags available for 

nonresident hunters to not less than ten percent (10%) of the average number of tags drawn annually during the 

previous 5 year period. (X-XX-XX) 

 

 bc. Outfitter allocated hunts are exempt from the limitation of Subsection 260.02.a. (3-20-04) 

 

 cd. For each species, the total number of outfitter allocated controlled hunt tags shall be subtracted from 

the result of ten percent (10%) of the sum of all controlled hunt tags; including outfitter allocated controlled hunts, but 

excluding all unlimited controlled hunts. In addition to the limitations of Subsection 260.02.a., the resulting net 

number shall be the maximum number of controlled hunt tags that may be issued to nonresidents for all controlled 

hunts except outfitter allocated and unlimited controlled hunts. (4-7-11) 

 

 de. Governor’s Wildlife Partnership Tags for deer, elk, pronghorn, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, and 

moose shall be taken from the nonresident tag quota and availability is subject to Nonresident Tag Limitations. 

   (4-4-13) 

  


