BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

IN THE MATTER OF )

DISCOUNTING FISHING LICENSES )

FOR FOSTER FAMILIES ) Order No. 25-50
)

Findings and Conclusions

Through the issuance of Executive Order 2024-05, the Governor has identified goals for
supporting and promoting foster families in meeting the need to provide Idaho’s vulnerable
youth with safe, loving, and nurturing homes. In conjunction with these goals, the Director of
Health and Welfare (IDWH) has asked the Idaho Department of Fish and Game and other
agencies to encourage social support and therapeutic opportunities for youth in foster care and
their licensed family caregivers by facilitating outdoor and other recreational activities for foster
families.

Fishing in Idaho provides many opportunities for youth and families, including urban, suburban,
and rural settings throughout the state. Each Fish and Game Region has identified “family
fishing waters,” choice fishing spots close to home that are geared toward families and the
likelihood of catching fish. These waters are easy to reach and accessible by anglers of all ages.
Fishing is an activity that provides lifelong benefits for anglers, including mental and physical
health, social interaction and bonding, natural awareness, and contribution of food to the family
table.

Under ldaho Code 36-401(a)(1), resident children under the age of 14 do not need a license to
fish during open seasons. Under Idaho Code 36-401(a)(5), fishing licenses are also not required:
“for children under the age of eighteen (18) vears who are residents of a licensed foster home or
a children’s residential care facility to fish during the open season therefor, provided they are
accompanied and supervised by the director, officer, or other employee of the facility where the
child resides.” Because “foster homes” licensed by the IDHW do not generally operate with
directors, officers, or employees, the Commission interprets the requirement for accompaniment
and supervision to only apply to youth in residential care facilities and not.to “licensed foster
homes.”

With voluntary agreement of the youth and continued eligibility, IDHW is able to extend foster
care beyond the youth’s 18" birthday up to their 21%* birthday. While resident foster children
under age 18 may fish in open seasons without a license, foster parent(s) and foster children aged
18 and older may only participate in fishing with a license, and they may choose not to
participate in fishing as a family activity due to licensing costs.

Idaho Code 36-415 authorizes the Commission to discount license fees upon a finding of public
need. The Commission authorized a discount for fishing licenses for the 2025 license year for
resident foster parents and foster children in extended foster care as a pilot program to assess
fishing as a foster family activity.



The Commission determines there is public need for a fishing license discount to support fishing
as a foster family activity, to include up to two resident foster parents, foster children in extended
foster care {aged 18 through 20 years), and other children (aged 14 through 17) of the foster
parents living in the fostering home. The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare supports
continuation of the 2025 discount and expansion to include a second foster parent and other
children of the foster parents.

The Commission considers a discount for the remaining two years (2026 and 2027) of the
triennial fishing season-setting cycle an appropriate timeframe for a discount order, and will plan
to review the merits of the discount with the next season-setting cycle for fishing (2028-2030).

Order

Under the authority of Idaho Code Section 36-415, based on a finding of public need, the Idaho
Fish and Game Commission hereby ORDERS the discount of fees for 2026 and 2027 as
follows:

A discounted annual adult resident fishing license fee of $15, inclusive of the access and
depredation fee, for the following individuals holding fishing certificates or equivalent
documentation issued by IDHW: (1) youth aged 18 through 20 years of age in extended
foster care with IDHW and (2) up to two foster parents residing in the same home
licensed by IDHW; and

A discounted annual juvenile resident fishing license fee of $8, inclusive of the access
and depredation fee, for youth aged 14 through 17 years, who are children of a foster
parent residing in the same foster home licensed by IDHW.

DATED iffis £8%4ay of November, 2026.
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Jim l%ricks
Secrefary of the Idaho Fish and Game Commission

Director of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game
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