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Idaho Fish and Came Commission
Legislative Conference Call

March 2, 2018
Director’s Office

600 S Walnut
Boise, ID

Present: Deputy Directors Sharon Kiefer and Ed Schriever, Scott Reinecker, Mary Boyer,
Kathleen Trever, Chris Sullivan and Greg Wooten.

Director Virgil Moore. Jim Fredericks, Tom Curd. Jim White, Joe Dupont, and Lance Hebdon.
participated via conference phone.

Michael Gibson. Trout Unlimited and Brian Brooks. IWF were present.

A special meeting of the Idaho Fish and Game Commission was held by telephone conference.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lane Clezie with Commissioners Brad Corkili.
Dan Blanco. Blake Fischer. Greg Cameron. Derick Attebury participating. Jerry Meyers was
excused.

LEGISLATION

Deputy Director Sharon Kiefer provided the legislative update. She reviewed the bill tracking
tables for both the House and Senate showing the status of each bill (Appendix 51. Exhibit 13).

House Bill 476 - Amends existing law to revise a license class provision regarding certain
disabled person licenses: and to provide that specified limitation of liability provisions shall
apply to governmental entities, nongovernmental organizations and persons that take certain
actions as to land made available to the public without charge for recreational purposes.
House Bill 476 passed the Senate yesterday and has been sent to the Governor for signature.

House Bill 443 - Adds to existing law to authorize a school district to offer a firearms safety
education course to primary and secondary school students.
House Bill 443 has passed on the House floor and sent to the Senate Education Committee
for a hearing.

House Bill 538 Idaho Wolf Depredation Control Board — Amends existing law to revise
effective date provisions. House Bill 538 is being sent to the Senate Resources &
Environment Committee.

Update about Bills with Commission Policy Position
(See Appendix 51. Exhibit 13)
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Other Bill Analysis for Discussion/Action for Policy Position
(See Appendix 51, Exhibit 13)

REPORT

B-Run Steelhcad Briefin2

Jim Fredericks, Chief. Fisheries, provide a briefing and overview.

In August, the steelhead counts at Bonneville Dam indicated the run was returning below
forecast, prompting the Director to implement conservation measures to ensure hatchery
broodstock objectives were met by closing harvest of hatchery steelhead.

The run improved and by October it was near the pre-season forecast, which was below the 10-
year average, but hatchery returns were projected to exceed broodstock needs.

There were concerns expressed about wild fish, but in the October 13 Commission meeting we
presented information suggesting we could allow a harvest fishery targeting hatchery steelbead
based partially on the following points:

I. The IDFG has operated steelhead and fall salmon fisheries under permits and Fisheries

Management and Evaluation Plans &om National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA

fisheries) since 1993. The proposed seasons were consistent with those permits/plans and

authorized by NOAA fisheries.

2. Wild steelhead encounters are proportional to their abundance so few wild fish results in

fewer catch and release encounters with anglers. Regardless of run size NOAA

recognizes that the impacts to wild steelhead associated with our fishery are at an

acceptable level.

3. Areas open to steelhead fishing exclude 85% of the steelhead spawning and rearing

habitat in Idaho. IDFG staff worked in conjunction with NOAA Fisheries to develop the

performance indicators and methods used to calculate the encounter and mortality rates

associated with the steelhead fisherv

4. To insure adequate brood stock, we proposed additional restrictions on hatchery fish

harvest including a reduced limit along with size restriction in the Clearwater River.

5. As a result of the low run size and the harvest restrictions, we expected significantly

lower effort in the Clearwater River, which would result in even lower encounters of wild

steelhead than the allowable level.

6. Additionally, an ongoing telemetry study has demonstrated a considerable degree of

spatial and temporal segregation between wild fish and hatchery fish, and importantly,

angling effort is concentrated on those areas with the highest component of hatchery fish.

7. An extensive survey of anglers showed support for re-opening a harvest fishery on

hatchery fish.
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The Commission weighed the information and approved the proposals in October and the harvest
fishery resumed.

Because January 1 marked the beginning of a new season, in December we asked the
Commission to take action to extend the fall seasons, with their conservative length and limit
restrictions through the spring season, which the commission did.

As of now, we have just over 69.000 steelhead over LOD. Approximately 10,500 of those are
wild steelhead, Although the component of larger B run wild fish that has currently crossed is
only about 362, we expect an additional 25-30% of that component to cross LGD this spring—
that ladder has been closed, so there have been no fish crossing in recent weeks, but it is
scheduled to reopen on Monday.

Additionally, although the larger size B run wild return to the Clearwater drainage is undeniably
low, the return of steelhead <28” to the Clearwater is relatively- strong, so we expect a total of 2-
3 thousand wild steelhead to be returning to the Ciearwater drainage.

We have been intensively monitoring the fishery in the Clearwater drainage, and as expected.
angler effort and harvest has been down and brood stock collection is going well. In the
Clearwater River, angler effort through January was about 1/3 of the effort on a typical year.

Also of importance. our ongoing research with the UI indicates that March and April are
characterized by the least amount of overlap of hatchery fish and wild fish. Whereas hatchery
fish are largely concentrated around the lower Clearwater and the NF, wild fish move through
the system and into their spawning tributaries. As previously mentioned, angling effort in the
spring season is most heavily concentrated in those areas dominated by hatchery fish.

We don’t believe there is any recent information that changes the assessment that allowing a
harvest fishery on hatchery steelhead through the spring season will adversely affect wild
populations in the Clearwater. Snake or Salmon River drainages.

A copy of Idaho Adult Hatchery Steelhead Estimates by Release Area at Lower Granite (updated
12-15-17) was provided to the Commissioners (Appendix 51. Exhibit 14).

Other Discussion

House Bill 658 - Amends and adds to existing law to provide for civil trespass, criminal
trespass and recreational trespass, and to limit the liability of a landowner to a trespasser.
House Bill 658 is the new version of House Bill 536. The Department does not anticipate
any further action on HB536.
No forecast on the bill, Staff is reviewing House Bill 658 and will bring an analysis of the bill for
the March 9 conference call.

The JFAC budget setting is Monday, March 5.
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House Bill 529 - Amends existing law to provide for archery and muzzleloader permit fees
for disabled American veterans. Chairman Marc Gibbs has returned to the sponsor and will
not have a bill hearing.

Chairman Gibbs has requested a Department review and analysis of discounts for Veterans.
The Department staff will prepare this review and present to the Commission at a future
meeting.

Adjourn

Lane W. Clezie Virgil Moore
Chairman Secretary


