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Background:  
The Department’s white-tailed deer management plan was implemented in 2005 and 
was intended to guide management decisions through at least 2014. The white-tailed 
deer management plan was the result of an extensive public input process in which deer 
hunters and landowners were surveyed to identify their preferences and highest 
priorities. In response, the Department continued to focus on general season over-the-
counter hunting opportunities to ensure sportsmen would retain the opportunity to hunt 
with family and friends every year. Additionally, a new White-tailed Deer Tag was 
created to replace the Clearwater Deer Tag. The White-tailed deer tag is valid in all 
general season hunt units, but only for whitetails. The management plan also called for 
the maintenance of mature bucks in the population and established a statewide 
minimum objective that bucks with 5 or more points per antler would comprise at least 
15% of the total annual buck harvest. 
 
The Department initiated work in February 2018 to determine if preferences of white-
tailed deer hunters have changed since the last major survey was conducted in 2003. 
Hunters were asked a series of questions pertaining to their hunting experiences and 
preferences. Questions were kept as similar as possible to the 2003 survey for 
comparison purposes. Hunters were asked specifically about their satisfaction with their 
2017 hunting experience. Results of the survey were compared to the 2003 survey to 
determine if experiences and preferences have changed over time.  
 
Staff will present an overview of key results from the 2018 Statewide White-tailed Deer 
Hunter Survey at the Commission meeting.  
 

Statutory Authority and/or Policy Issues: 
Idaho Code 36.104 grants the Commission authority to manage Idaho’s wildlife, and 
Species Management Plans are the guiding documents to do so. Species Management 
plans are a direct reflection of the Department’s Strategic Plan. 
 

Public Involvement Process: 
In February 2018 IDFG mailed survey questionnaires to 4,996 white-tailed deer hunters 
selected at random from deer hunters who purchased a deer tag in 2017 and completed a 
hunter report at the end of their season that indicated they hunted for white-tailed deer. 
Additionally, the same survey was emailed to 13,425 hunters who purchased deer tags in 
2017 and for whom we had email addresses on file and who were not already included in 
the random mail survey. The same survey was also posted on our website March 19 – 
April 17 for anyone else who was interested in participating. We received 2,922 mail 
surveys, 3,757 email-prompted surveys, and 1,057 surveys from individuals who 
completed the questionnaire from the link available to anyone on our website.  
 

Justification: 
Information from the hunter survey will aid the Commission and staff as they respond to 
requests, recommendations, or other input from the public, and will identify issues to 
consider as we revise our white-tailed deer management plan 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
None. This agenda item is for Commission information. 


