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Background:   
There has been much discussion on the interpretation of the “reasonable access” 
language within the depredation code. The question of what is “reasonable” has been an 
on-going debate since the creation of the program. 
 
The various sections dealing with depredation claims within Title 36 Chapter 11 all have 
the same language: 
 
“The owner or lessee must have allowed hunters reasonable access to the property 
or through the property to public lands for hunting purposes during the preceding 
hunting season, provided such access does not impact on their operations, or the 
claim for damages may be disallowed.”    
 
This language was modified from its previous form as part of HB 230 in 2017.  The 
following section was added:  
 
“The owner or lessee must have allowed hunters reasonable access to the property 
or through the property to public lands for hunting purposes during the preceding 
hunting season or as a measure of response to depredation, provided such access 
does not impact on their operations, or the claim for damages may be disallowed.” 
 
During the presentation staff will provide the Commission with an overview of the 
guidance the Department has provided regional staff for addressing this question. 
 
The Department has taken the following steps to ensure consistent application of the 
program statewide:  
 

• In 2017 the Wildlife Bureau formed a Depredation Steering Committee. The 

committee consists of 11 members, including all regional LSCs, State Game 

Manger, one Regional Supervisor, one Regional Habitat Manager, and the 

Statewide Private Lands Coordinator.  The purpose of this committee is to act as 

a process development team and sounding board to provide consistent 

application of the program. 

• In October 2017 a subgroup of the committee was tasked with developing 

guidelines to help the regions address “reasonable access” requirements 

consistently. 

• In December 2017 Wildlife Bureau staff discussed the guidelines and gathered 

feedback at the Department’s Operations Team meeting.   

• In January 2018 a wildlife bureau memo (attached) was provided to all regions 

outlining the Bureau’s interpretation of how this should be addressed. 



Statutory Authority and/or Policy Issues: 
Idaho Code §36-1108 dictates both the Department’s responsibilities and Landowners’ 
responsibilities for minimizing damage caused by antelope, elk, deer, or moose, as well 
as the process for compensating for damages.   

 
Public Involvement Process: 

None.  This presentation is for Commission information. 
 

Justification: 
This agenda item is intended to provide information to the Commission to improve their 
understanding of the “reasonable access” requirement as it relates to eligibility for filing 
a claim for wildlife damage.  
 

Staff Recommendation: 
N/A. This agenda item is for Commission information only. 
 

Action Requested: 
N/A. 
 


