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Background:   The Disabled Veterans Special Big Game Hunt Tag Program is authorized 
in Idaho Code 36-401 (Attachment A), which directed license exemption for participants 
hunting in association with a qualified organization, and Idaho Code 36-408 (Attachment 
B), which provided for a free tag, defined “qualified organization” and authorized the 
Commission to prescribe by rule the manner and conditions of issuance and use of the tags.  
The Commission originally adopted such rules in 2010.  These tags are available for any 
open hunt (controlled or general) for one of the following species: deer, elk, pronghorn 
antelope, moose, black bear or mountain lion.  The application is available on the IDFG 
website.  Note that only qualified organizations can apply on behalf of a disabled veteran; an 
individual cannot apply. 
 
In addition to governmental agencies assisting veterans, I.C. 36-408 originally only included 
nonprofit organizations that had a 501 (c)(3) tax status.  I.C. 36-408 was subsequently 
revised to add 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(19) as eligible criteria because Legislators heard from 
multiple veteran organization stakeholders that they also wanted to participate. Broadening 
tax status eligibility substantially increased the number of Idaho and national organizations 
that could participate. 
 
The number of applications for this program has substantially increased as more 
organizations became eligible.  The Idaho Division of Veterans Services (IDVS) has been a 
successful applicant each year because they promptly submitted their applications early on 
January 1.    However, multiple applications are now arriving simultaneously in a “race” to 
apply on January 1.  Because of increasing concerns from applicant organizations about the 
process, staff proposed negotiated rulemaking in 2017, moving from a first-come, first 
served process to a random draw and to limit the tags to hunts with 5 or more tags.  The 
Commission was briefed in May and July, 2017 about the rule proposal.  Public input was 
collected during July, 2017.  The proposed rules garnered strong support (Attachment C). 
Public input also strongly supported preference for tags to be issued to resident disabled 
veterans, which was integrated into the proposal.  Also, in consultation with IDVS, one of 
five tags was designated specifically to IDVS for a resident applicant.  
 
The Commission adopted the proposed rules in August, 2017 and ratified the rules as 
pending rules in November, 2017.  The 2018 Legislature upheld the rules which became final 
in March, 2018 (Attachment D). 
 
Letters have been sent to successful and unsuccessful applicant organizations advising them 
of the new rules for the 2019 application period.  Organizations who were issued tags in 
2018: IDVS (2 tags), Freedom Hunters, Wounded Warrior Outdoors, and American Lake VA 
Hospital Blind Rehab Unit. 

 
Statutory Authority and/or Policy issues:  Commission has authority for rulemaking. 

 
Public Involvement Process: Public comment was collected during rulemaking and 
legislative review of the rules. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Implement rules adopted by the Commission in 2017. 
 
Justification: Briefing requested by the Commission. 


