
Meeting Date: 12 March, 2020 Agenda Item No. 3

Agenda Item: Season Setting, Steelhead Fishery Bureau Chief Approval: --‘.

Prepared by: Lance Hebdon, Anadrornous Fish Manager

Background:
This agenda item concerns fisheries targeting hatcherv-origin Steelhead in the Cleanvater River,
South Fork Clearwater River, Middle Fork Cleanvater River, and Snake River.

Fishery restrictions and aggressive broodstock collection efforts during the fall of 2019 and beginning
of 2020 have resulted in the collection of sufficient hatchery broodstockto meet all program needs. As
a result, the current length restriction (no harvest of steelhead >28”) that was intended to protect
broodstock-sized steelhead is no longer needed and instead these fish can provide harvest opportunity
for anglers.

Statutory Authority and/or Policy issues:
Idaho Statute 36-1o4(b)2 gives the Commission the authority to set fishing seasons. Rules governing
fish are provided in IDAPA 13,0111

Public Involvement Process:
Though there has been no formal public input this topic, the proposal is partially in response to
multiple recent requests from anglers to consider allowing harvest of larger steelhead if/when brood
stock needs are met.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the proposed modification to the steelhead bag limit in the Clearwater River, South Fork
Clearwater River, Middle Fork Clearwater River and Snake River.

Justification:
Steelhead mitigation hatcheries were built to mitigate or compensate for fishing opportunity lost as a
result of hydropower development. The proposed seasons would provide anglers the opportunity to
harvest steelhead returning to the hatcheries.


