IDFG Commission — Agenda Item 5L.
July 16, 2026

2026 CHINOOK SALMON FISHERY MODIFICATION
July 16, 2026

1. SEASONS — SOUTH FORK SALMON RIVER SUMMER CHINOOK SALMON
A. Bag and Posession Limit Modification-

The department recommends modifying the daily bag and possession limits for
Chinook Salmon in the South Fork Salmon River as follows: Bag limit- Four (4)
adipose clipped Chinook Salmon daily, only two (2) of which may be adults;
Possession Limit- twelve (12) adipose clipped salmon of which no more than six
(6) may be adults.

B. Bag Limit Modification- Fall Chinook Salmon

The department recommends modifying the number of unclipped adult fall
Chinook Salmon that may be kept as part of the daily bag limit to only allow 1
unclipped adult fall Chinook Salmon to be kept daily as reflected in Figure 2
below. The total daily bag limit remains at 3 adult fall Chinook.

Figure 1. Current fall Chinook seasons and limits table.

Fall Chinook Salmon Seasons and Limits

Bag/Possession Limits
Daily limir is 3 adulr fall Chinook Salmon (greater than or
equal to 24 inches length), no limit on jacks (less than 24
inches length). Adipose clipped or unclipped fish may be kept.

River Section Possession limit is 3-times daily bag limit. No season limit.
Aug ‘ Sept ‘ Oct
Clearwater River: Mouth to Memorial Bridge Aug 18 - Oct 31
Closed

Clearwater River: Memorial Bridge to Orofino Bridge Aug 18 - Oct 14

Closed Oct 15

Clearwater River: Ol’OﬁI‘lO Brldgc to SOU.th FOI’]{

Clearwater River
North Fork Clearwater River: Mouth to Dworshak Dam Closed Sept 1 - Oct 31

Mlddle FOI’k Clearwater RiVEl‘: MOthh to ClC‘c‘lI’ CI'ECI(.
South FOI'k Clearwater River: MOUIh to Rfd Rij[’
Snake River: IDWA bOdel’ to HCHS Canyon Da_m
Salmon River: MOthh to upper Vincgar Cl’ﬁﬁk Boat Ramp

Aug 18 - Oct 31

Closed Aug 18 - Oct 31
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Figure 2. Fall Chinook Salmon seasons and limits table with proposed modification.

Fall Chinook Salmon Seasons and Limits

Bag/Possession Limits

Daily limit is 3 adult fall Chinook Salmon (greater than or equal to 24 inches
in length), no limit on jacks (less than 24 inches in length). Adipese-clipped
or-unclipped-fish-may-be-kept: Only 1 unclipped adult fall Chinook may be

River Section kept daily. Possession limit is 3-times the daily bag limit. No season limit.

Aug Sept Oct
Clearwater River: Mouth to Memorial Bridge Aug 18 - Oct 31
5 . : 5 Closed
Clearwater River: Memorial Bridge to Orofino Bridge Closed Aug 18 - Ocrt 14 Oct 15

Clearwater RiVE].': Ol’Oﬁl"lO BIldgC o SOl.lth FO]’]{

Clearwater River
North Fork Clearwater River: Mouth to Dworshak Dam Closed Sept 1 - Ocr 31

Middle FOl‘k Clearwater RiVEl'l MDUIh to Clcar C[CCk
SOlltl'l. FOI‘]{ Clearwater R.iver: MOthh to Rﬁd R.iVEl’
Sna.ke River: IDIWA bOl’dEl’ to HﬁllS CE[I’IYOI‘I Dajn
Salmon R.iver: MOllth to upper Vim:gar Cl’ﬁﬁk Boat Ramp

Aug 18 - Oct 31

Closed Aug 18 - Oct 31

Suggested motion: I move the Commission adopt the summer and fall Chinook Salmon bag and
possession limit modifications as recommended by the Department.
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