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Background:

The Idaho Bighorn Sheep Management Plan 2022-2027 provides management direction
and strategies related to harvest, predation, habitat, health, and translocations. In January
of 2026, the Department collaborated with the state of Oregon, BLM, and the Idaho and
National Wild Sheep Foundation to translocate 30 California bighorn sheep from a healthy
population in Oregon to augment the bighorn herd in the Jacks Creek segment of the
Owyhees. This presentation will provide the Commission with an update on monitoring and
movements, bighorn sheep survival, and predator removal activities conducted since the
augmentation.

Statutory Authority and/or Policy Issues:

The Commission is charged with administering wildlife policy, and through the
Department, is responsible for preserving, protecting, perpetuating and managing the
state’s wildlife (Idaho Code 36-103). Idaho Code 36-106 provides direction for steps to be
taken prior to the translocation of bighorn sheep in Idaho. Idaho Code 36-408 states that
no auction tag funding will be used for translocations south of the Snake River and west of
UsS 93.

Public Involvement Process:

The Commission and the Department receive input from the public on bighorn sheep
management throughout the year via social media, email, phone calls, public meetings
and hearings, and other events. Public also have the opportunity to comment on this topic
at the March Commission public hearing.

Justification:
The information presented will inform Commissioners of bighorn sheep management
actions in southwestern Idaho.

Staff Recommendation:
None.

Suggested Motion:
None - Informational only.



