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Background: 
This item will provide the IDFG Commission with historical perspective on the development 
and purpose of the Clark Fork Settlement Agreement which establishes the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) license to operate hydropower projects on the lower Clark 
Fork River in Idaho and Montana.  The Clark Fork River is the most significant tributary to 
Lake Pend Oreille and the system has been altered by hydropower projects that have 
changed flow dynamics of the system, impeded fish movement, and shaped fish 
assemblages.  Natural Resource impacts for the Cabinet Gorge and Noxon Falls 
hydropower projects are mitigated through the Clark Fork Settlement Agreement under 
FERC.  The settlement’s rich history and collaborative approach to decision-making that 
involves a diversity of partners make it both unique and highly impactful in the Panhandle 
Region.  Presenters will share information about the goals and mechanics of the Clark Fork 
Settlement Agreement, and an overview of its impact on fishery resources in the Panhandle 
Region. 
 
Statutory Authority and/or Policy Issues: 
2025–2030 Fisheries Management Plan 
 
Public Involvement Process: 
This presentation is information only for the Commission. 
 
Justification: 
The purpose of this item is to update the IDFG Commission fisheries habitat and 
populations work conducted under the Clark Fork Settlement Agreement. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
N/A 
 
Suggested Motion: 
N/A 


