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An effort like the Idaho Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy cannot be 
completed without the tremendous support network of individuals and the many and 
diverse organizations and agencies across Idaho.  First, we thank the Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game staff for logistical support in seeing this project to completion.  We 
would also like to acknowledge Director Steve Huffaker for his early involvement in and 
strong support for the State Wildlife Grants Program and the development of Idaho’s 
Strategy.  Likewise, we thank our Deputy Director, Terry Mansfield, for his support of 
the effort.  The following Bureau Chief and Program Coordinators comprised the CWCS 
Oversight Committee as well as contributed substantially to this effort: Tracey Trent 
(Natural Resources Policy Bureau Chief), Kevin Church (Idaho Conservation Data 
Center Coordinator), and Chuck Harris (State Nongame Wildlife Manager).  It was 
ultimately their responsibility that we met our obligation to Congress.  We also thank Jim 
Unsworth (Wildlife Bureau Chief), Virgil Moore (Fisheries Bureau Chief), and Roger 
Fuhrman (Communications Bureau Chief) for providing support through their staff.  We 
owe our gratitude to J. Michael Scott for his support of this project and for providing a 
vision for this effort in the Foreword to the Strategy. 
 
Numerous individuals, organizations, and agencies contributed either directly to the 
written document or supported its development.  Signe Sather–Blair was instrumental in 
seeing that the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) land use planning effort was 
integrated into the Idaho CWCS.  She coordinated with her staff statewide in support of 
this project.  In addition, we would like to acknowledge Paul Makela and John 
Augsburger of BLM for coordinating with us on data needs.  Likewise, key individuals 
within U. S. Forest Service Regions 1 and 4 coordinated with us to integrate their Forest 
Planning process with CWCS.  We especially thank: Fred Samson, Clint McCarthy, Skip 
Kowalski, Bob Ralphs, Dan Davis, Alan Dohmen, Michelle Godawa, Joanne Bonn, Sam 
Cushman, Lisa Nutt, Robin Garwood, Andy Brunelle, and Dick Smith.  We would also 
like to thank the staff of The Nature Conservancy in Idaho for their involvement in and 
contribution to this process.  In particular, we thank Geoff Pampush, Trish Klahr, Lou 
Lunte, Jason Karl, Will Whelan, Alan Sands, and Jeff Yeo for logistical and policy 
support.  We thank the staff at NatureServe for data and methodological support, 
particularly Mary Klein, Larry Master, and Pat Comer.  We would like to thank Craig 
Benkman (University of Wyoming) for graciously providing unpublished manuscripts on 
his work with the South Hills crossbill and for bringing this species to our attention.  We 
are indebted to Chuck Peterson (Idaho State University) for working with us to 
incorporate statewide data on amphibians and reptiles into the Nongame Database.  In 
addition, Chuck reviewed draft materials, acted as a liaison to both the Idaho Partners in 
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation and other herpetologists statewide.  Chuck also 
summarized the amphibian and reptile monitoring in the state.  We would like to thank 
Lisette Waits, Janet Rachlow, and Jim Witham of the University of Idaho for their 
contributions to CWCS. 
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We gratefully acknowledge the following individuals, museums, and agencies for 
providing a substantial amount of insect specimen label information, without which our 
accounts and maps would not be what they are: Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality; Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural History, Albertson College; Monte L. Bean 
Museum, Brigham Young University; William F. Barr Entomological Museum, University 
of Idaho; Dr. Clifford D. Ferris, University of Wyoming; Dr. Richard Baumann, Brigham 
Young University; and Dr. C. Riley Nelson, Brigham Young University. 
 
Numerous individuals wrote the species accounts included in the Strategy.  In addition 
to Core Team members, we would like to thank the following Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game biologists for contributing accounts: Scott Bailey, Regan Berkley, Frances 
Cassirer, Jack Connelly, Diane Evans Mack, Katie Miller, Bruce Haak, Lauri Hanauska–
Brown, Sonya Knetter, Steve Nadeau, Joel Sauder, Jennifer Soules, Martha 
Wackenhut, Wayne Wakkinen, Beth Waterbury, and Tim Weekley.  We also thank Kerri 
Vierling (University of Idaho) for contributing to the species accounts. 
 
We also thank the following individuals for their many and distinct contributions to 
CWCS: David Smith, Crystal Christensen, Cyndi Coulter, Luana McCauley, Beth Colket, 
Corinne Barlow, Marcella Hepworth, Karla Drewsen, Shelley Cooke, Chris Murphy, 
Gregg Servheen, Scott Grunder, Cindy Robertson, Tim Williams, Hollie Miyasaki, Tom 
Keegan, Daryl Meints, Justin Naderman, Clay Hickey, Jay Crenshaw, Jim Hayden, Bill 
Benedict, Byron Fesler, Tammy Morin, Kevin Best, Steve Kraemer, Lou Lewis, Patrick 
McFarland, Lorene Pennington, Pam Sommer, Eric Stansbury, Linn French, Gina 
Glahn, Ed Mitchell, Steve Liebenthal, Conan Chiu, Dave Cannamela, Mary Boyer, 
Marilyn Whitney, Dallas Burkhalter, Jon Heggen, John Cummings, Tom Frew, Bill 
Horton, Bill Hutchinson, Russ Kiefer, Sharon Kiefer, Virgil Moore, Lynette Moran, Dan 
Schill, Steve Yundt, Kevin Meyer, Alyssa Jones, Brent Thomas, Bart Butterfield, Wendy 
Eklund, Evan Brown, Randy Smith, Tom Keegan, Dale Toweill, Aimee Pope, Don 
Zaroban, Marcie Carter, Brian Moser, and Brian Kernohan. 
 
We would like to thank the members of our CWCS Leadership Committee for their 
steadfast involvement in this process.  It was at times arduous to find common ground 
in a state as diverse as Idaho.  In addition, we thank Jim Caswell and Nate Fisher of the 
Office of Species Conservation for serving as a liaison to stakeholders and for offering 
their insights.  We gratefully acknowledge the members and staff of the following 
organizations and entities for helping to identify priorities and needs for the Strategy: 
Idaho Partners in Flight, Idaho Bat Working Group, Western Bat Working Group, Idaho 
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, Idaho Conservation League, 
Conservation Geography, The Wilderness Society, Teton Regional Land Trust, Wood 
River Land Trust, and many others.  We are also grateful to Terrell Rich, National 
Partners in Flight, for his involvement and support of this effort.  In addition, Don Paul 
and Dan Casey, Bird Conservation Region Coordinators, assisted with bird species and 
habitat prioritization.  We thank Collin Hughes for reviews and edits of selected draft 
materials.  We are indebted to the many Idahoans who provided information on rare 
animals or who took the time to provide thoughtful comments on our initial draft 
materials.  You provided the source for much of the information that went into this 
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document.  We are forever grateful to Winston Mitchell, who stepped in and formatted 
the final document. 
 
We cannot imagine having done this without the camaraderie and support of the FWS 
Region 1 DAT Team.  Verlyn Ebert’s generous and gracious spirit championed us all 
through this effort.  He answered our questions, served as our liaison to the NAAT, and 
kept us on the right track.  And when Verlyn retired, Dan Edwards stepped in to walk us 
through the final stages.  Other members of the DAT, including Rocky Beach and Sara 
Vickerman likewise provided important support to this effort.  Sara, Bobby Cochran, and 
other staff of Defenders of Wildlife were instrumental in seeking out opportunities for 
cooperation and partnership across jurisdictional and agency boundaries.  We 
especially thank our counterparts on this team for sharing draft materials, serving as a 
sounding board for ideas, and reassuring us when vagaries clouded our vision.  In 
particular, conversations with Joe La Tourrette, Holly Michael, Larry Neel, Dana Dolsen, 
Chris Sato, T. O. Smith, Chris Burkett, Christen Mitchell, and David Bunn provided 
insights into what these strategies were supposed to evolve into.  We are indebted to 
Chris McKay, our NAAT representative, who guided us through the expectations of 
NAAT, provided important feedback on draft materials, and most importantly gave us 
the reassurance we needed in the 11th hour.  In addition, we would like to express our 
gratitude to the Teaming with Wildlife Work Groups for providing guidance materials, 
Dave Chadwick (IAFWA) for keeping us apprised of CWCS developments, and Naomi 
Edelson (IAFWA) for leading the charge. 
 
We are certain that we have not identified everyone who contributed to this effort.  But 
please know that we are grateful.  It is our sincere hope that this effort will spark a 
dialogue that will foster a more coordinated effort for wildlife conservation in Idaho. 
 
And last, but certainly not least, Rita Dixon would like to thank Juan Valdez for his 
interest in, and concern over, the coast mole. 
 


