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Background:  Emily Callihan, Communications Officer for Idaho Department of Lands, 
will update the Commission about current Idaho Land Board considerations of policy 
options to provide guidance to IDL regarding requests for exclusive recreational use leases of 
endowment lands. 
 
As context for Emily’s presentation, Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) land managers have 
been faced with questions about when to exclude the public from using endowment lands for 
dispersed recreation. Dispersed recreation is a secondary use on endowment land.    
 
Historically, IDL has not offered exclusive use leases for recreation purposes, whereby a 
lessee can lease endowment lands for an exclusive recreation-related use, such as an 
exclusive hunting operation, under special provisions that eliminate the possibility for 
the public to access the same lands for recreation.  Recognizing the value Idahoans put on 
recreational access to endowment lands, IDL has been reluctant to issue exclusive use 
leases for recreation, and instead has been willing to work with individuals on proposals that 
enable new revenue generating uses of endowment lands without barring public access on 
endowment lands.  For example, there may be an outfitting lease on endowment land, but it 
does not exclude the general public from hunting. 
 
However, currently there is no standalone policy adopted by the Land Board addressing 
dispersed recreation on endowment lands but there have been actions taken by the Land 
Board, IDL, and the Idaho Legislature over the years to address public access to endowment 
lands, and past actions could act as precedent in guiding IDL land management decisions 
involving dispersed recreation.  IDL recognizes there is a need for the Land Board to adopt a 
formal policy for dispersed recreation on endowment lands.  
 
Statutory Authority and/or Policy issues: Continued communication and 
coordination is important to ensure that current Title 36 provisions and any new Land 
Board policy are consistent. 
 
Public Involvement Process:  Public involvement has and will occur through Land 
Board procedures for policy development. 
      

 
Staff Recommendation:  Continue technical and policy communication and coordination 
with IDL. 
      

 
Justification:  Important to understand consequences of any new dispersed recreation 
policy on hunters, anglers, trappers and other publics interested in fish and wildlife related 
recreation. 
      

 
 
 
 


