


Agenda Item No. 5D (Attachment B) 
Attachment B: 2025 - 2027 Fishing Seasons and Limits Proposals, comment 

summaries, and staff recommendations 

Administrative Actions 

t. Free Fishing Day (Seasons/rules pages 23)

Proposal: Establish June 14, 2025; June 13, 2026; and June 12, 2027 as Free Fishing

Days. These dates are the Saturdays after the first full week in June and correspond with 

national events. 

Staff recommendation: Adopt as proposed. 

2. Salmon/Steelhead River section code adjustments (Seasons/rules page 50)

Proposal: Change some river location codes and boundaries to align with management
units for salmon and steelhead :fisheries. 

Rationale: The current river location codes used for salmon and steelhead :fisheries 

management do not align with the geographic boundaries of our river management units 

in some locations. The proposed changes would bring the river location codes and 

management units into alignment and allow for better harvest estimation using 

electronic tagging (e-tagging). 

Staff recommendation: Adopt as proposed. 

3. Sockeye Salmon definition clarification (Seasons/rules pages 19, 25, 47, 50)

Proposal: Add clarity to definitions of Sockeye Salmon in the Clearwater, Southwest,

and Salmon regions' general seasons and limits pages by defining a Sockeye Salmon to

be any Oncorhynchus nerka longer than 14" in waters accessible to anadromous fish.

Rationale: Sockeye Salmon and kokanee entrained from lakes or reservoirs may co­

occur in waters accessible to anadromous fish such as portions of the Clearwater, Salmon

and Snake river drainages downstream of impassable dams. Sockeye Salmon are ESA­

listed as endangered, and incidental take allowances are extremely low. Fortunately,

there is no size overlap for these life histories in Idaho's anadromous waters. This

additional size definition eliminates the possibility that an angler could accidentally

harvest a Sockeye Salmon thinking it to be a kokanee.

Staff recommendation: Adopt as proposed.
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