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2021 2021 Idaho Native Plant Sale 
Online ordering begins April 29th 

MK Nature Center 600 S. Walnut Street, Boise 

 

Watch the INPS website under “Pahove Chapter” tab for detailed availability list and 

ordering instruction.  

Nursery License #00T0016 

https://idahonativeplants.org/pahove/
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Vicky Runnoe, Conservation Education Supervisor, IDFG 
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Welcome New Staff! 
My name is Madelyn Saez, I am currently in my junior year at Boise State 
University pursuing a Bachelors of Arts in Environmental Studies. I am 
looking forward to working at the MK Nature Center because, I’ve always 
had a passion for working with our environment and providing a space for 
the public to come and experience the joys of being out in nature. My 
dream is to work in conservation with our oceans and protecting our 
ocean ecosystems. From the age of 3 to 18 I danced Ballet 5 days a week 
and I was raised in Western Washington.  
 
 
 
Hi, my name is Derek Item, I am studying Environment Studies at Boise State University. During my free time I love 
to be in the outdoors and going fishing, backpacking, and shooting with my golden doodle, Moose. I want to work at 
the MK Nature Center to be closer to nature and gain experience within Fish & Game. My goals are to learn more 

about Idaho’s wildlife to be able to teach others.  
 
 

With the passage of the vernal equinox, spring is officially here.  The nature center’s resident song sparrows are 

singing more vigorously.  On warm afternoons, the bees are flying, arriving back to the observation hive loaded with 

pollen.  The first butterflies of the season were seen recently.  The season’s change is also drawing more visitors to the 

paths and volunteers to projects.  Several dedicated volunteers are helping with early season gardening, enjoying some 

sunshine in the process.  As pandemic-related protocols begin to ease, the nature center calendar is becoming sprinkled 

with groups.  We welcome the return to a more typical season, but will continue working to maintain safety for 

everyone.   

Besides the really large construction project next door, you will also notice the new kiosk under construction.  This 

project will provide both an educational space as well as a much-needed maintenance workspace.  Thanks to generous 

donors, the Friends of MK Nature Center has made this project possible.  The organization will be doing more fund-

raising during Idaho Gives this year.  Please read the article in this newsletter describing the Friends’ fund-raising 

efforts.  All their hard work and your generous donations go to improvements that benefit all our visitors.  Happy 

spring!      

My name is Maria and as a Boise State freshman, 
I’m exploring work in biology and art. I became a 
Master Naturalist in 2018 and now I get to be a 
part of the Nature Center as a Biological Aide. I 
decided to work here because I wanted to actively 
learn about my interests and explore potential 
fields of work while being a part of the 
community. I’m so glad I get to work at such an 
amazing place. 

Derek 
Maria 

Maddy 
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Idaho Gives-April 29-May 6 
Pam Bly, Board Member, FoMKNC 

We hope each of you have been able to enjoy the great Idaho outdoors 
while social distancing this past year. The best part of all, we don’t 
have to travel far to enjoy the natural beauty of our MK Nature Center 
to help one social distance and heal emotionally, spiritually and 
physically through these difficult times. 
  
It’s also generous people like you who help improve the educational 

experience at the Nature Center for our community’s families and children, year after year.  We hope you 
will donate this year to Idaho Gives in supporting a new project that will be wonderful for all visitors. 
 
This year your generosity will help us fund an AmeriCorps Member to help educate Nature Center visitors. 
In addition, we are aiming to upgrade educational experience of birdwatching through the NEW MKNC 
auditorium bird-viewing windows. This project will help visitors learn about simple and inexpensive steps 
businesses and homeowners can take to provide bird safe windows to reduce the number of injuries and 
death from window collisions. 
 
Project Enhancements:  

· Replace existing glass windows to provide a clearer view an  
   with the addition of a window treatment the glass will be safer  
   for birds. 
 
· Hired a local artist to paint a mural on the walls around the new  
   treated windows that will allow visitors to learn more about the  
   incredible adaptations that make birds so fascinating and  
   important wild neighbors. 

  
 
 

Thank you in advance for your donation!  We have been able to 
accomplish BIG projects with your past contributions. https://
www.idahogives.org/organizations/friends-of-mk-nature-center 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Auditorium windows and wall. 

Below: Draft of mural design in Auditorium. This sketch represents one working idea 

in process. The final product may be different. 

Did you know? 

“Up to one billion birds die 

each year in the United 

States due to collisions with 

windows and 54-76 percent of 

window collisions are fatal” 

-Audubon.org 

https://www.idahogives.org/organizations/friends-of-mk-nature-center
https://www.idahogives.org/organizations/friends-of-mk-nature-center
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Good Morning  
Garters! 
 

 

  

 

 

 

During that especially warm week in early March I was 

walking the paths and I had this feeling. A spidey sense that 

many herpetologists look forward to each spring. I stopped 

just before the sturgeon pond bridge, next to the beaver 

dam. The sun’s heat crept through my body from the 

outside, working in. My inner ectotherm rejoiced, 

awakening from the winter’s brumation. This feeling tells 

me that I should be keeping an eye out for slithering, 

hopping, and creeping things waking up to welcome the 

warmth.  

Using my non-reptilian brain I remembered that there is a 

hibernaculum (a community hibernation spot for snakes) 

beneath the very part of the bridge I stood on. Throughout 

the day I would come out and check to see if I could find 

some superb snakes. Two terrestrial garter snakes, one 

adult and one juvenile, had just come out to bask. 

Despite their name, terrestrial garter snakes are excellent 

aquatic hunters and are typically found near water (like the 

Nature Center!). They will catch everything from small 

mice and bird eggs, to grasshoppers, fish, and tadpoles. 

Their cousins, the common garter snake, is an amphibian 

specialist and in some populations have even developed an 

immunity to the poison of rough skinned newts, which can 

be potent enough to kill several adult humans. 

Keep an eye out for you cold blooded neighbors as they 

wake up for the warm weather. And make sure to tell them 

good morning! 

Wikipedia Facts 

Garter Snakes can range in length from 18-54 

inches. 

 

They can find each other by following phero-

mone-scented trails. 

 

They produce a neurotoxic venom, but it is 

weak causes little to no harm.  

 

They have a widespread distribution ranging 

from Canada to Costa Rica. 

Garter Snake photo by Austin Reich. 

Austin Reich, AmeriCorps Member, MKNC 
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All Hands on Deck! 
You remember the day if you live here in Boise...February 13th! The only really big snow day we had during 

the winter of 2021. The texts started flying in the morning and by 9:30, five employees and a volunteer were 

on the grounds ready to help. A giant cottonwood tree that lines the sturgeon pond had fallen on the main na-

ture center bridge, breaking the railing. Everyone jumped into action, cutting the tree off the bridge, hauling 

the branches, shoveling outbuilding roofs, and shaking the trees along the path to prevent more breaks! 

As a result, the sturgeon pond now has great new underwater habitat for the trout and the ducks have a new 

perch! Downed trees can be just as valuable to wildlife as living standing trees!  

MKNC employee Bob Foss fires up the chainsaw and clears the bridge. Volunteer Josh Olson, helps haul branches and repair the railing. 

Sara Focht, Wildlife Educator, MKNC 
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Idaho Master Naturalist  
Sagebrush-steppe Chapter Starts online 

The Golden Eagle Audubon Chapter, the Idaho Botanical Garden and the MK Nature Center partner to host the 

Sagebrush-steppe Chapter of the Idaho Master Naturalist Program. 2021 marks the 13th year of the chapter’s 

success. Pivoting quickly in the spring of 2020, the SS Chapter moved online to finish out classes. This year, the 

course started on Zoom and is likely to remain that way for the entirety of the planned classes. Participants are eager 

to learn, as always and staying in good spirits, despite a bit of “Zoom Fatigue.” The class of 2021 has 21 members 

who are inquisitive and eager to learn and volunteer. 

The Chapter’s beloved guest speakers have also pivoted with grace. Many speakers give their presentations each year 

for the chapter and this year, 

they were asked to cut their 

presentation times down from 3 

hours to 2 hours and present 

online. They graciously 

accepted and have been well-

received! Thanks to the chapter 

sponsors, participants and 

speakers, this year will be 

another success for the 

Sagebrush-steppe Chapter.  

 

 

Sara Focht, Wildlife Educator, MKNC 

Bee Hotel Open 
Local Girl Scout, Heidi McMillan, built and donated this solitary bee hotel to the MK 

Nature Center as part of her Girl Scout Silver Award. Heidi contacted the Nature 

Center in December with a few project ideas. She did some research and decided to 

make a solitary bee hotel and brochure to help demonstrate and teach nature center 

visitors about the importance of habitat for these important pollinators.  

Heidi created this large hotel complete with squirrel proof wiring! Solitary bees, such 

as mason bees, are unlike honeybees in that they are native and do not work in 

colonies. They live alone, pollinating plants more efficiently than honeybees. They lay 

their eggs in the drilled holes provided, building a wall between each egg chamber 

from back to front and then seal off the entire column for winter. The bees emerge 

early in the spring, do their work and are laying eggs by mid to late summer.  

This bee hotel will be used to educate Nature Center visitors on the importance of 

native solitary bees and show them an easy and fun way to provide needed shelter for 

them in anyone’s yard. For more information and inspiration, click the links below. 

 
https://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g2256.pdf 
https://offgridworld.com/27-incredibly-beautiful-bee-hotels-and-why-you-should-build-one/ 

https://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g2256.pdf
https://offgridworld.com/27-incredibly-beautiful-bee-hotels-and-why-you-should-build-one/
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Donors listed here do not include 

donors who gave to Friends of MK 

Nature Center (the Nature Center’s 

501c3 nonprofit organization). 

Sonya Janson  

Heidi McMillan 

Josh Olson 

Howard Sheppa 

Roger Wallace 

Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) adheres to all applicable state and federal laws and regulations related to discrimination on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, gender, disability or veteran’s status. If you feel you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility of Idaho Fish and Game, 

or if you desire further information, please write to: Idaho Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707 OR U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division 

of Federal Assistance, Mailstop: MBSP-4020, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22203, Telephone: (703) 358-2156. This publication will be made available in 

alternative formats upon request. Please contact the Department of Fish and Game for assistance. Costs associated with this publication are available from IDFG in 

accordance with section 60-202, Idaho Code. MKNC Stream Newsletter58914,4-1-2021/125/Sara Focht. 

Looking south with the nature center building front door on the left, a birds-eye view of the new IDFG parking lot.  Not just a re-do of the 
old lot, this is an upgrade to a more environmentally friendly design.  Run-off from the parking lot will flow into sections of permeable 
pavers where it will percolate into underground holding areas containing various sizes of rock.    Every few years, the collected water, 
motor oil and other typical parking lot run-off will be syphoned out and disposed of properly.  This helps prevent parking lot run-off from 
reaching the Boise River, keeping our river clean and healthy for fish, wildlife and people.  Photo credit:  CSDI 

V O L U N T E E R S 

https://www.friendsofmknc.org/
https://www.friendsofmknc.org/

